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Florida Recycling Creates Regional Job Growth During Down Economy
Recycling is widely thought of a way to reduce trash, but it’s less frequently considered as an economic catalyst. But that’s just what it is: the recycling industry directly supports Florida-based manufacturers by providing recycled feedstock for their manufacturing processes. Florida is well positioned to take advantage of the job creating nature of a robust local recycling infrastructure. The state is a leader in the Southeast with its 75 percent recycling goal by 2020. In Florida, the glass that went into yesterday’s bottle could be the same material that makes a new glass container in Tampa and that newspaper that was once headed to the landfill could be spurring job growth in Orlando.  

“The demand for recycled materials is growing because manufacturers understand that it is a dependable, green, affordable material for making new consumer goods,” explains the Southeast Recycling Development Council (SERDC) Board of Directors Chairman Stephanie Baker.  “Many people may not recognize it, but their home and office is full of products made from recycled goods.  It just makes good business sense.”  
Boosting Recycling Rates will Boost Economic Return

Will Sagar, Executive Director for SERDC says that Southeastern political and business leaders are interested in learning more about that business sense and how it can help them create local jobs.  “In a study released last year, SERDC determined that more than 206 Southeastern industrial facilities depend on recycled feedstock to make new consumer goods,” says Sagar.  The report finds that those companies collectively employ more than 47,525 persons and see a sales volume exceeding $29.4 billion per year.  Sagar continues, “That’s not a revenue stream, that’s a revenue river.”  
Demand for recycled material is increasing and the resulting jobs are encouraging to local decision makers.  What’s needed?  More recycled cans, bottles, and paper products to help fuel that local need for material.  Sagar points out that growing demand may outstrip local supply.  “We are eager to support community collection programs to help increase recycling rates.”
 
Setting the Bar High for Prosperity
In 2008, the state of Florida set the ambitious 75 percent statewide recycling goal.  In order to meet the goal by 2020, the state must divert roughly 24 million tons of materials from the landfill each year.  Striving for increased recycling rates is helping Florida see green.  While the environmental benefits associated with reaching this goal are numerous and understood, the economic impacts could have enormous implications for the Sunshine State.  According the estimates developed from the College of Charleston’s 2006 Economic Impact of Recycling Study, if Florida recycles just 50 percent of the 24 million tons of material needed to meet the state goal, it could potentially add over 20,000 jobs, generating over $900 million in annual personal income, and over $44 million in state tax revenue.
Florida Invests for Regional Economic Return

Recognizing the role of businesses in recycling expansion, the Florida Recycling Business Assistance Center (RBAC) was created to help the state meet its 75 percent recycling rate by assisting in market development for recyclable materials. Although it has limited financial resources, the RBAC provides technical assistance to recycling businesses at all levels of the supply chain. 
Another mechanism for supporting recycling in the Sunshine State is through the Recycling Loan Program.  Since its inception in 1995, the Recycling Loan Program has entered into 27 loans totaling over $3.9 million. The majority of the loans capitalized investment on supply side processing equipment, with a smaller percentage focused on expanding manufacturing using recycled feedstock. In addition, Florida provides a sales tax exemption on materials recovery equipment that is owned or operated on behalf of a local government. The program has saved businesses over $42.7 million in sales tax.
Florida’s investment in recycling fuels a broader network: the State is a key player in the regional recycling framework, supplying recycled materials to mills and processors throughout the Southeast.  Paper collected at the curbside in Florida may end up at a mill in Alabama, and then back on the shelves as new product in Florida, participating in a closed-loop product lifecycle, all without leaving the Southeast.

Economic Answers Found in Bottles, Cans and Paper

The existence of such a healthy recycling sector within the state of Florida further underscores the need to continue invest in collection programs within the state. Even small gains make a big difference. For every additional 10% of material that Florida recycles, residents could expect to see a state-wide job growth of over 4000 jobs and $190 million dollars in personal income. The state would receive an estimated additional $8.8 million dollars in state tax revenue. 
By strengthening local programs, and collaborating across state lines, we can build effective recycling collection systems, with ready outlets for materials, that provide essential feedstock to manufacturers who employ 10s of thousands of people in the Southeast, many of whom live right here in Florida.
###

The Southeast Recycling Development Council is a 501-c-3 dedicated to uniting industry, government and non-government organizations to promote sustainable recycling in the Southeast.  SERDC’s study on the demand for recycled feedstock can be found at www.serdc.org/regionalresources. 


